Children learn from their environments and their caregivers. To capitalize on learning opportunities, young children have to recognize familiar words efficiently by integrating contextual cues across word boundaries. Previous research has shown that adults can use phonetic cues from anticipatory coarticulation during word recognition. We asked whether 18-24 month-olds (n = 29) used coarticulatory cues on the word ''the" when recognizing the following noun. We performed a looking-while-listening eyetracking experiment to examine word recognition in neutral vs. facilitating coarticulatory conditions. Participants looked to the target image significantly sooner when the determiner contained facilitating coarticulatory cues. These results provide the first evidence that novice wordlearners can take advantage of anticipatory sub-phonemic cues during word recognition.
Introduction
To learn from their environment, young children must be able to process familiar words efficiently. Word recognition mediates toddlers' ability to learn words from caregivers (Weisleder & Fernald, 2013) , and efficiency of lexical processing during the first two years predicts vocabulary and working memory later in childhood (Marchman & Fernald, 2008) . Grammatical, pragmatic and phonetic contextual cues can constrain word recognition by simplifying the search space, but many such cues to word identification are not word-internal. Therefore, integrating contextual cues across word boundaries is essential for efficient word recognition.
One of the most well established context-sensitive phenomena in phonetics is coarticulation: the overlap of articulatory gestures in neighboring sounds. Coarticulation influences the production of sound patterns both within and across word boundaries. Typical English examples include coronal place assimilation (e.g., saying in case with a velar nasal consonant) and fronting of /k/ in keep (cf. backing and lip-rounding on /k/ in coop). A coarticulated sound carries acoustic information about neighboring sounds, introducing redundant and locally coherent information into the speech signal. In this respect, coarticulation provides regularity or ''lawful variability" that can support speech perception (Elman & McClelland, 1986) .
Indeed, adult listeners access and exploit coarticulatory cues during speech perception and word recognition (Gow, 2002; Gow & McMurray, 2007) . Adults are slower to recognize words when there is a mismatch between coarticulatory cues in a vowel and the following consonant (e.g., Dahan, Magnuson, Tanenhaus, & Hogan, 2001; McQueen, Norris, & Cutler, 1999; Tobin, Cho, Jennet, & Magnuson, 2010) . Conversely, appropriate coarticulation can facilitate spoken word recognition (e.g., Mattys, White, & Melhorn, 2005) . For example, adult English listeners are faster to recognize a noun when the preceding determiner the carries information about the onset of the noun (Salverda, Kleinschmidt, & Tanenhaus, 2014) .
It is not known whether young children can take advantage of coarticulatory cues during word recognition. Toddlers encode subsegmental details in their lexical representations (Fisher, Church, & Chambers, 2004) 
